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First Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro, VA
First Presbyterian Church of Waynesboro is a community-minded congregation living out the love of
Christ as we serve one another with humility, gentleness, and patience through God’s grace.

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
8:45 AM-Communion Worship Service, Barksdale Room
11:00 AM-Worship Service, Sanctuary

Church Office Hours
Monday - Wednesday - 8:00 - 2:30
Thursday - 8:00 - 4:30
Friday-Closed

This past Monday, I had the opportunity to sit down with the session members at a retreat to discuss matters relevant
to the life of our church. For our setting we chose the conference room at Pollack Vineyards in Nelson County,
Virginia, which enjoys scenic views of peak fall colors as they descend from the top of the Blue Ridge. (The wine
isn’t half-bad either!) Our conversation centered around two subjects: One, a review of the 2014 Mission Report
adopted in the year prior to my arrival, and two, the reevaluation of the leadership model of our congregation.
Conversation was productive and lively, and we are blessed to have many thoughtful leaders as we consider the
needs of our church for the future.
As we are a Presbyterian congregation, everything we do as a church is centered upon God’s Word. So I thought it
might be a good idea to begin our conversation with a discussion scripture taken from Luke 12:22-33. (“Consider
the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin…”) Jesus’ words of comfort to his anxious disciples discover new
relevance in the church today, as Christian congregations across America are presently experiencing a prolonged
period of uncertainty, and no one is quite sure what the future will hold for the church. It’s funny how the Christian
community in Luke experiences concern over bread and butter issues that are just as relevant today as they were
then. (Where will I eat? Where will I sleep? How will I clothe myself?) Jesus instructs his disciples, in moments of
anxiety, to look to the God of creation who provides us with everything we need in abundance so that we may be
empowered to live and serve as the people of God.
Congregations today also worry about those things which we once took for granted—attendance, property and the
weekly offering—things which once defined us as a church. But with Christian churches in decline across the United
States, congregations are being forced to look inward and ask themselves, “Why are we a church?” This question
can be the source of great anxiety for many because it’s a question that the church has not had to ask itself for nearly
1,700 years! As the church has become displaced as the social center of community life, it finds itself on a renewed
quest for identity, and this will require engaging in an honest introspection. Regardless of the challenges facing our
congregation today, the question that Jesus raises remains: Has God provided us with what we need to serve God
and our neighbor? Has God given us what we need to be Christ’s church? The consensus around the room was
that indeed God has. Would we like more? Certainly. We could certainly benefit from more wealth, more youth
and more clear-cut answers. More would be nice, but the truth is, what we have is more than enough to be God’s
community of faith.
The next item on our agenda was to review the 2014 Mission Report that First Presbyterian completed during the
pastoral interim five years ago. The Mission Report outlines a series of strategic goals for our congregation to work
toward as it discerns its mission identity for the future, which as it turns out, is now! So with that in mind, the
session went through these mission goals one by one to discern: (1) Has this strategic goal been accomplished? (2)

Is this mission objective still relevant to the life of our church? And (3) How has the mission focus of our church
changed over the last five years?
It was encouraging to discover how most of the strategic goals set in 2014 have been accomplished. We have rebuilt
our education program, maintained support for our Food Bank and Preschool, revitalized our music program (in
large part thanks to Roger and Kimberlea) and increased fellowship opportunities among members of our
congregation. However, there were other objectives where we admittedly fell short; for example, creating an active
outreach to students of Fishburne Military School or decreasing our reliance on our endowment funds. Others are
still ongoing as we continue to explore the possibility of providing space for other community organizations. Still,
in the last five years, new mission priorities have emerged which will help guide our church as we move forward.
We remain committed to being a welcoming and inclusive faith community, we would like to find new avenues to
expand our mission presence in our community, we would like to explore alternative forms of worship to reach
people outside of our church doors (perhaps through the PC(USA)’s “1001 New Worshipping Communities”
initiative), we would like to increase participation in ecumenical and intradenominational partnerships in our area
and improve the efficiency of our building facilities, among other things.
In the time we had remaining, we briefly discussed how we may adapt our leadership model in order to address the
emerging needs of our congregation. At present we have nine Ruling Elders, twelve Deacons and three Trustees
serving our church. As such, each incoming class of church officers consists of three Ruling Elders, four Deacons
and one Trustee. Every Nominating Committee since I’ve been here has expressed frustration trying to fill eight
slots for new officers each year. Elder Mark Henderson noted that twenty-four officers represents almost 20% of
the people on our membership rolls, and that percentage is considerably greater when we consider active
membership. The demands placed upon an aging congregation also means that more and more of the burden of
leadership is gradually being placed upon fewer and fewer people. As things stand, our present leadership model is
not sustainable. Therefore, the session has begun the process of exploring alternatives to provide for the leadership
needs of our church. (Any recommendation along these lines would necessitate changes to our church bylaws, which
must be approved by the congregation.) In a related note, as we are required by our Book of Order to incorporate
(since the state of Virginia allows churches to do just that), we must consider how that incorporation will affect our
leadership structure as well. Obviously, such changes would have a significant impact on the way we recruit church
officers moving forward.
Again, we are blessed to have awesome church leaders who are so generous with their time, energy and gifts and are
truly passionate about the welfare and mission of this congregation. And we certainly hope that you will be part of
these conversations as we anticipate the coming year at First Presbyterian Church. As I mentioned, there are
uncertain times for congregations in America as we enter into the new religious landscape of the 21st century, but
as anxious as we can be about the future, each day brings new and unexpected opportunities to be the church God
has called us to be. In the meantime, please share your thoughts about these or any other matters with me or with
other members of the session, and if you have any questions, please feel free to ask! We are eager to hear from you
as we continue to discern God’s will for our congregation!
‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’
— Luke 12:32-35
Grace & Peace,
George

MUSIC NOTES
The month of October opened with the Preschool children assembled around the organ. They learned a little bit
about how it sounds and what it is for – leading congregational singing in worship services. Roger demonstrated
different sounds of the organ. Each student was then invited to take a turn on the organ bench to experience it for
themselves!
First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to worship in such a lovely space, ideal
for getting closer to God in spoken word and in music. The newly
refurbished pulpit allows the Sanctuary to be converted from a worship space
to concert venue and back again much more easily than in the past. That
quick conversion was most appreciated on the last Sunday of October when
our annual Kirkin’ O’ Th’ Tartan service was held at 11am. With the help
of our stalwart ushers and Michael Griffith, the Sanctuary was readied for a
program at 3pm by internationally acclaimed horn soloist Eric Ruske. Eric
has played all over the world, from Paris to Berlin to Beijing to Seoul to Buenos Aires and, of course, venues
throughout the United States. All who attended heard why he is one of the finest horn players of all time!
The program opened with Roger playing an organ solo, The Emperor’s Fanfare by
Antonio Soler. It was a great way to start an afternoon of delightful music making.
He and Eric presented a program that will resonate in our space for years to come.
Not only did they play magnificently, Eric entertained the assembled with interesting,
witty stories about the horn itself, the composers and the people for whom the music
was written. Eric played a spirited rendition of Mozart’s Horn Concerto no. 4, with
Roger playing the orchestra part on our heralded 1893 Woodberry and Harris organ.
Eric then mesmerized the audience with a beautiful horn solo, Laudatio, by Bernard
Kroh, from the balcony. Roger highlighted the myriad sounds of our organ with
Bach’s aptly named Pièce d’orgue (organ piece) in a transcendent performance. Eric
and Roger made a formidable team in the three works they played for horn and piano:
Schumann’s Adagio and Allegro, Franz Straauss’ Nocturno and Paul Dukas’ Villanelle.
They were one in their interpretation of these wonderful works, playing off each other
comfortably and easily. The audience enjoyed a lovely repast in the Barksdale Room
while talking with the mercurial Eric about the experience shared by everyone. A
marvelous time was had by all!
There was no rest for Roger, though, as this month opened with another of his First Friday Organ Concerts. His
concert on November 1st of Bach’s Toccata in d, Duruflè’s Prelude and Fugue on the name Alain and Messiaen’s Outbursts
of Joy celebrated Hallowe’en, All Saints Day and Dia de los Muertos all in one program!
The month of November marks the end of the church year. The choir will sing works that highlight the various
themes of each Sunday. For Communion Sunday on November 3rd, hear the lovely rendition of At the Table of the
Lord by Jay Althouse. On November 10th, the choir will offer O Sing Unto The Lord a New Song by Peter Aston.
November 17th brings a favorite of Russian choral music, Bless the Lord, O My Soul by Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov. For
the final Sunday of the year, Christ the King Sunday, the choir will sing Alan Smith’s Christ, Whose Glory Fills the
Skies. Stay tuned for more wonderful music in the coming church year, with Advent beginning on Sunday,
December 1st!
We remain most grateful to First Presbyterian Church for the continued, enthusiastic support of the music program.
—Roger and Kimberlea Daggy

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

2019-2020 PE Horizons Bible Study
Love Carved in Stone
A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments

Check out Amber’s model of the Tabernacle that housed the
Ark of the Covenant!

Lesson Three: Words of Love:
Keep Sabbath, The Fourth Word
Scripture: Exodus 20:8-11,
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 and Mark 2:23-28
Purpose: To understand the gift of
Sabbath and to recover a sense of the
sacred urgency of Sabbath-keeping for
human life and the created order.
Wednesday, November 13, 2019,
at Summit Square
NEW meeting location: Brunswick
Dining Room
Lesson: 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Chapman
Lunch (optional): 11:30 a.m. Choose from Tavern menu at
Summit Square
Not restricted to members of First
Presbyterian Church!
Invite a friend!

FAITH & FICTION BOOK CLUB
The Faith & Fiction Book Club will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 21, in
the Parlor. Ruth Kelley will provide devotions and Joyce Neufeld will lead discussion of
Charles Martin’s When Crickets Cry. From the book jacket: “A man with a painful past. A
child with a doubtful future. And a shared journey towards healing for both of their hearts.”
The author of thirteen novels is married, has three children and lives in Jacksonville, FL.
His book Mountain Between Us was made into a major motion picture in 2017.
Come join us!

October Fun in the Preschool

HIKING FOR OUR KIDS
FPC PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER
Details about Mark Henderson’s 70-mile hike on the Camino de Santiago in Portugal are available on the last
page of this newsletter. Our kilt-clad Scottish American church elder is soliciting funds to help our Preschool.
He’s asking $X/mile. Please consider thoughtfully your heart and your pocketbook and make every attempt to
join in this venture.
For every mile he hikes, Mark will give $1 to the Preschool. He’s asking contributors to match his
commitment. However, any dollar amount will be most welcome.
Checks may be made out to FPC Preschool and mailed to P.O. Box 887, Waynesboro 22980.

Did you know you can help support FPC’s preschool by simply buying groceries?
That’s right! First Presbyterian Church Preschool is registered through Kroger Community Rewards. All you have
to do is link your Kroger Plus Card to our organization and then swipe your card each time you shop. Voila! Kroger
will be donating to FPCP based upon a percentage of your sale.
The web link you visit to set this up is: www.kroger.com/communityrewards.
You select that you are a customer who would like to enroll in Community Rewards (on the left). The preschool is
listed as “First Presbyterian Church Preschool” in Waynesboro and our specific identification number is: QP321.
If you have trouble or need to update your card information, you can visit kroger.com or call 1-800KROGERS,OPTION #3.
Thank you for all you do to help support our preschool and its students!

A church’s budget is more than just numbers. It is more than simple finances. No matter if it is a government,
an institution or a congregation, the budget of any organization acts as a statement to the world. It is a direct
reflection of one’s values. Where we spend our money reveals those things that are important to us.
Therefore, when the session of a congregation gathers to form their annual budget, a variety of factors must
to be considered, not least of which are the economic realities which come from engaging in Christian
mission.
Even Jesus and the early Apostles were not immune from these realities. Perhaps it’s not surprising that Jesus
framed many of his lessons with economic language designed to capture our attention. Jesus certainly
depended upon the hospitality of others, and in his letters, the Apostle Paul constantly gives thanks to people
who support the mission of the church. Even though the New Testament reflects a variety of perspectives, it
is consistent in at least one respect: When it comes to matters of money, generosity and altruism are
celebrated, while withholding and austerity are cautioned against.
An important part of this budget process is knowing how much we will have to work with. And that is why
pledging is so important to the formation of our annual budget, for this offers us a sense of how we can
arrange our mission priorities for the coming year. We can draw from the endowment if we need to, but we
never know year-to-year what the return on our investments will be (if anything), and many of those funds are
restricted for particular use. Pledging is knowledge, and knowledge empowers us to do new things. To put it
simply: the more generous you are, the more generous we can be.
At a meeting earlier this year, Olanda Carr of the Presbyterian Foundation challenged congregations in our
presbytery to think in greater terms about stewardship—what stewardship is and what stewardship means.
Rather than do what we typically do (set aside one Sunday a year to ask for money and then forget about it
the other fifty-one weeks of the year) Mr. Carr recommended that we begin a conversation. Church leaders
should make things personal; they should communicate to others why their congregation is important to
them and why they choose to support it through their presence, their time and their finances.
Recently, Ruling Elder Steve Doherty shared one such story, hopefully the first of many such stories in the
weeks to come as we continue this conversation well beyond Stewardship Sunday. The stewardship of Christ’s
church is a lifelong commitment—it is the means by which we lay claim to blessings of faith and community.
What does stewardship mean to you? As a new liturgical year begins in November, I hope that you share your
story, so that others may see the grace of God at work within this congregation.

Please join us as we “count our blessings” for Stewardship
Commitment Sunday, November 17th!

Thank you all so much
for remembering me
on my 100th Birthday,
by cards, phone calls
and visits. Please come
by and see me at the
Legacy in Staunton!
Love,
Mary Eloise

P&M COMMITTEE REPORT
Grounds: Because of the recent rain, we will soon be able to move forward with planting the 50 new shrubs
detailed in the map created by Linda Sandquist and Tim Quillen. I will be asking volunteers to help water the new
shrubs and grass seed.
Security: We are expecting Hawk Security to install the electronically controlled mag locks and Jenkins
Locksmith to change the hard locks so four doors are opened by one key and the two Preschool doors are opened
by a separate key. Fobs will issued to employees and others to open the mag locked doors.
Parking Lot: Improvements have been made to the parking lot so there will be less damage during flooding.
The city has acknowledged our request for sidewalk improvements near the parking lot.
Inspections: We are preparing reports and certifications for the annual inspection by the fire department.
—P&M Chair -Steve Doherty

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Have a heart for doing good works? The mission committee might be just the
place for you! Our next meeting will be on Monday, November 18 at 10 am. All
are welcome!
For more information, please contact Jen Jones at (434) 882-3259 or
jenbuckjones@yahoo.com.
DISCIPLES’ KITCHEN
First Presbyterian Church is grateful to be a part of
Disciples’ Kitchen, a local soup kitchen run by
volunteers and open to individuals and families in need
of a hot meal.
Meals are served Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from
11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
of Second Presbyterian Church on Commerce
Ave. Breakfast is served each Saturday from 10:00 to
10:45 a.m. at Basic United Methodist Church. All meals
are served free-of-charge to anyone in need.
Disciples’ Kitchen is a non-denominational ministry
sponsored by more than 20 churches and
organizations and close to 250 active volunteers. Since
it opened its doors in September 2007, Disciples’
Kitchen has served more than 100,000 meals. Each
meal averages around 40 to 50 diners.
NEXT VOLUNTEER DATE:
The next date FPC is scheduled to serve is on Tuesday,
November 26. If you are interested in taking part
(preparing food ahead of time, preparing plates for
diners or visiting with those who come to dine), please
contact Earlene Templeman at (540) 942-5381 or
templejim@ntelos.net.
CHRISTMAS WISH LIST:
Please be on the lookout as we will be requesting specific items on the wish list for Disciples’ Kitchen in November.
Needed are about a quantity of 10 $10.00 gift cards for teenagers, warm socks and warms gloves for adults.
Thank you - as always - for your support!
An Alternate to all the ‘Stuff’

ANOTHER WAY TO GIVE
As you prepare for Christmas this season, how about considering alternate gifts that help others in lieu of all the material goods
that are typically purchased? PC(USA) offers the Presbyterian Giving Catalog which offers “gifts” in the form of aid
kits, livestock, agriculture, water, education and more. Here’s how it works:
YOU GIVE A GIFT
Select and give a gift that represents a cause that’s close to your heart. Or make a gift in someone’s honor and
choose a ministry they’d love.
YOUR GIFT JOINS WITH OTHERS
You unite with thousands of others giving to Presbyterian ministries through the Giving Catalog, increasing your
gift’s capacity to bring hope to communities around the world.
YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Your gift provides help, hope and relief to people, families and communities in need.
CHURCH GIFT
In addition to personal gifts, the mission committee is also raising funds to give a church gift this year!
Collectively, we are aiming to raise enough money to purchase a dairy cow for a family in need. The cost is $450.
A dairy cow can provide a family in need with a reliable source of income and nourishment. Your gift also
supports training in caretaking and sustainable breeding of livestock, improving the food and income security for
families and villages in Kenya for years to come.
CATALOGS
2019-2020 gift catalogs are available on the information table in the narthex. You can also find and order gifts
online at presbyteriangifts.org.

CROP Walk 2019
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the
2019 CROP Walk as well as to those who helped
support our walkers! The walk was a tremendous
success. First Presbyterian Church raised $1,485!
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events
sponsored by Church World Service and organized
by local congregations or groups to raise funds to
end hunger at home and around the world. 2019 is
the 50th anniversary of the CROP Walk.
Currently, well over 1,600 communities across the
U.S. join in more than 800 CROP Hunger Walks
each year.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
6:00 p.m. Wednesday, November 20, 2019
Turkey, Dressing and Gravy provided
Please bring a side dish to share
Donations (cash or check) for Salvation Army
are welcome!

O Heavenly Father:
We thank Thee for food and remember the hungry.
We thank Thee for health and remember the sick.
We thank Thee for friends and remember the friendless.
We thank Thee for freedom and remember the enslaved.
May these remembrances stir us to service.
That Thy gifts to us may be used for others. Amen.

November 6
November 9
November 29
November 30
November 30

Betty Johnson
Max Daggy
Richard Curry
George Chapman
Mitch Lawrence

November 30 Terry Crickenberger & Joe Earhart

Our Sympathies to the family and friends of Rosalie Boyd, who passed away October 9.
Our Sympathies to the family and friends of Lawrence “Buddy” Bear, who passed away
October 15.
Prayers for Health and Other Concerns:
Prayers for Health and Other Concerns:
Kings Daughters Nursing & Rehab: Carol Barksdale
The Legacy: Eloise Morris
Baldwin Park: Lily Tichenor
Shenandoah Nursing Home: Rubye Schwab
Augusta Health Center: Mary Frost
Summit Square: Aileen Kennedy, Ray & Ruth Quillen, Lillian Hryshkanych
Home: Dick Huff, Nancy Garber, Mary Ultee, Bobbie Poland, Edie Lawrence
Friends and Family: Kaiser family (Anne Harris), Andy & Jean Robeson, Wanda Braden, Lucy Colbert, Charlie
Fairchilds, Steve Dowdy (Cunninghams), Jennifer Eskridge (Sandy Bellamy), Emersyn James (former Preschool
student), Nancy Vilain (Jen Jones), Danny Smith (Nancy Hypes), Carolina Obando (Jen Jones), Josh Scott (Anne
Vest), Jennifer & Charlotte Sergeant (Kathy Brown), Emily Bardeen (Sandi Henderson), Sara Verwymeren
(Hashagens), Kathy Doyle (Rodger & Cynthia Doyle)
Military: Jeremiah Henderson

Editor—Betsy Ruehl (etruehl@ntelos.net) Layout—Colleen Cash
Reporters—Members of the Congregation & Staff
COLUMNS Mailing List
Anyone unable to pick up the monthly COLUMNS at the Church the beginning of each month may request that the
newsletter be mailed to them. Please remember to give your new address to the Church Office when you move. We do not
want you to miss any of the Church news. Just contact the Church Office (949-8366 or church@firstpresway.com)
Sermons, bulletins and many Columns articles can be found on the church website: firstpresway.org
Deadlines: COLUMNS: 20th of the month Bulletin: Wednesday

November Calendar
Sunday, November 3
9:45 AM
Adult Sunday School Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School Room 204
10:00 AM
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
11:00 AM
Worship Service Sanctuary
Wednesday, November 6
6:00 PM
Bible Study Room 212
7:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
Thursday, November 7
2-4 PM
Food Bank
Sunday, November 10
8:45 AM
Early Communion Service Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Adult Sunday School Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School Room 204
10:00 AM
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
11:00 AM
Worship Service Sanctuary
Monday, November 11 OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, November 12
2:30 PM
Session Meeting Room 208
7:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
Wednesday, November 13
10:30 AM
Presbyterian Women
6:00 PM
Bible Study Room 212
Sunday, November 17
8:45 AM
Early Communion Service Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Adult Sunday School Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School Room 204
10:00 AM
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
11:00 AM
Worship Service Sanctuary
Wednesday, November 20
6:00 PM
Thanksgiving Dinner
7:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
Thursday, November 21
10:00 AM
Faith & Fiction Book Club Parlor
2-4 PM
Food Bank
Sunday, November 24
8:45 AM
Early Communion Service Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Adult Sunday School Barksdale Room
9:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School Room 204
10:00 AM
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
11:00 AM
Worship Service Sanctuary
Tuesday, November 26
7:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
Thursday, November 28 OFFICE CLOSED

Mailing Address
P. O. Box 877
Waynesboro, VA 22980
Phone
540.949.8366
Fax
540.949.5750
E-mail
church@firstpresway.com
Website
www.firstpresway.org
Church Office Hours
Monday-Wednesday
8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Thursday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Pastor
Rev. George W. Chapman, III
gchapman@firstpresway.com
Administrative Assistant
Mrs. Colleen Cash
ccash@firstpresway.com
Director of Music
Mr. Roger Daggy
firstpreswaymusic@gmail.com
Music Associate
Mrs. Kimberlea Daggy
firstpreswaymusic@gmail.com
Preschool Director
preschool@firstpresway.com
Audio/Visual Technician
Mr. Craig Cavanaugh
Maintenance Technician
Mr. Michael Griffith
Custodian
Mrs. Caroleia Strandberg
Child Care Attendants
Nate Rudin
Karalyn Rudin

