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First Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro, VA

First Presbyterian Church of Waynesboro is a community-minded congregation living out the love of Christ as we serve one another with humility, gentleness, and patience through God’s grace.
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Form and Function

One of the first things I noticed when I returned from vacation was that the view from my office windows had changed. Where once I had an unobstructed view of the fire escape at the Baptist church, I now look upon an electric blue roof - the capstone of the new play center installed in the courtyard for the preschool. This was no surprise, of course - Session was well aware of the plan to replace the aging and now dangerous equipment behind the education building with a safer, more accessible set. We had even seen the color scheme. In person, though, it seems a lot brighter, even on a dismal grey day like today.

Interim pastors are often the last to know things about the churches they serve, but even I have heard a few comments about the new equipment and, in particular, its location. Some think an installation of this type is out of step with the architectural style and presentation of the facility. They're absolutely right. It is.

But I asked myself, what does the architectural style represent? What is the message, the subtext of our structure? And so I did a little research.
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Originally constructed in 1911, the sanctuary is in the Greek Revival style. This architectural school traces back to 18th century England, after the opening of Greek archeological sites to outsiders. Along with a short-lived interest for Grecian-styled furnishings, the style was a sensation in the newly independent United States; it was a dominant architectural style until the Civil War, and remained the preferred aesthetic in public buildings well into the 20th century.

Strangely enough, the first exemplar of the style in America was not a public building or a church - it was a bank. There were historic and psychological reasons for this, in addition to artistic concerns. The first banks were actually in temples consecrated to the ancient Gods. In both Greece and Rome, temple treasuries were considered safe places to store one's wealth, protected by the deity, their priests and acolytes. In time, priests began to keep track of deposits, give out loans with interest, and validate currencies; the temple to Juno Moneta was actually a Roman mint, while Rome's public treasury, the Aerarium, was in the basement of the temple of Saturn.
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It's no surprise when asked to design the new Bank of Pennsylvania in 1799, Benjamin Latrobe opted for a Greek Revival masterpiece. Completed in 1801, this Philadelphia landmark inhabited an entire city block, inspiring solemn confidence in depositors and a sense of gravitas in borrowers. (The building outlasted the bank, which collapsed 1857; it was demolished in 1870.)

From banks that look like temples, we move to churches that look like banks.
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Actually, that's not really fair. The Government Street Presbyterian Church of Mobile, Alabama, one of the oldest and least altered Greek Revival structures in the nation, reflects the importance of worship and the revered position held by the church in the community in the 1830s. The same could be said of the stately edifice at the corner of Wayne Avenue and 11th Street.

But what about the playground? There's nothing even remotely Greek Revival about it, except perhaps its bright colors. (Both Greek and Roman artists and architects practiced polychromy, which is a fancy way of saying they decorated statues and buildings with color. Lots of color. Time and burial stripped early archeological finds of their paint, and people came to assume it was all supposed to be pure white.) Playground equipment just doesn't fit the form, the architectural style of the building. But it does fit the function of the church
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14)

It's no secret I see the preschool as your most important outreach ministry - the foundation upon which you might build a living legacy within the community. And I'm not the only one; at our mission discussion, the preschool was identified as the cornerstone of your ministry.

What do you think when you drive past a house with a swing set, or a treehouse, or a climbing tower? What does it say about who lives there, about what is important to them? Now drive down 11th Street, past FPC.

It may not fit the motif, but it fits the mission.
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Patrick S. Pettit, Interim Pastor
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                                                                     MUSIC NOTES

Happy September!  Usually at this time of year, we welcome the cooler temperatures, the leaves beginning to change color and the return of the choir to the loft of FPC.

Except…this is NOT a normal year.  Due to the delta variant of COVID-19, the choir will not  gather en masse until the pandemic is under control.  As a result, we are continuing our “summer” scheduling for the anthem/special music on Sunday mornings for the foreseeable future.

We are fortunate here at FPC to have excellent musicians in our congregation, and we will hear from many of them this fall.  We will keep you abreast of who will sing/play what when as we confirm each person’s schedule.  We will also assemble another group of musicians to play our lovely handbells.  We have reached out to other musicians in our community and look forward to hearing them share their gifts with us.

For the first Sunday of September, the anthem will be In Remembrance of Me, with text by Ragan Courtney and music by Buryl Red.  It is a musical setting of Jesus’ charge to his disciples at the Last Supper:  heal the sick, feed the hungry and pray for the time that God’s will is done.

FPC will hold an Interfaith Service at 11am on Saturday, September 11th.  Information about the service can be found elsewhere in this edition of the Columns.  

Thank you for your continued support of the music program here at First Presbyterian Church!

Blessings,

Roger and Kimberlea Daggy




REMEMBRANCE, COMFORT AND HOPE

Saturday, September 11, 2021  11am

Please join us on the 20th anniversary of 9/11 for an interfaith service of commemoration.  We will gather in the Sanctuary here at First Presbyterian Church with community members to pray and reflect as we remember those events, seek to be comforted, and discover hope for all that we can accomplish in the name of God.  We will light candles, meditate and listen to musical responses.  
Participating in the service will be Nadia Dames, a native of Keezletown.  The Muslim businesswoman is a coordinator of the Know Your Neighbor (KYN) committee in Staunton, which seeks to help community members develop a deeper understanding of and appreciation for one another through various interfaith projects.  Dames will share a Muslim prayer and reflect on learning about 9/11 while a student in an Islamic High School in Northern Virginia.  In addition to helping lead the service, Dr. Ruth Chodrow, a veterinarian and professor of biology at James Madison University, will play a Jewish melody on the recorder. Also singing in the service will be Mr. Ernest Holley, who wears many hats in Staunton, including serving on the board of the Salvation Army and keeping score for the boys’ basketball team at Staunton High School.  Finally, our own Jen and Paul Jones will offer a prayer with sung responses.  
This service has the potential to unite us in love as we discover commonalities across faith traditions.  Feel free to invite your family and friends to this very special service.
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LEST WE FORGET……

Destruction of World Trade Center in New York City

	At 8:45 am. on September 11, 2001, five hijackers affiliated with al-Queda crashed American Airlines Flight 11 into the northern face of the North Tower of the World Trade Center between the 93rd and 99th floors.  Seventeen minutes later, at 9:03 a.m., a second group of terrorists crashed the hijacked United Airlines Flight 175 into the southern façade of the South Tower, striking between the 77th and 85th floors.
	By 9:45 a.m. the South Tower collapsed after burning for approximately 56 minutes. After burning for 102 minutes, the North Tower collapsed due to structural failure at 10:28 am.  When the North Tower collapsed, debris fell on the nearby 7 World Trade Center, damaging it and starting fires.  The fire burned for hours, compromising the building’s structural integrity.  Seven World Trade Center collapsed at 5:22 p.m.
	Together with a simultaneous attack on the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and a failed plane hijacking that resulted in a plane crash in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, the attack resulted in the deaths of 2,997 people (2,508 civilians, 343 firefighters, 72 law enforcement officers, 55 military personnel, and the 19 hijackers). More than 90% of the workers and visitors who died in the tower had been at or above the points of impact.  In the North Tower, 1,355 people at or above the point of impact were trapped and died of smoke inhalation, fell, jumped from the tower to escape the smoke and flames, or were killed when the building eventually collapsed.
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Rebuilt World Trade Center

	One World Trade Center is the main building of the rebuilt World Trade Center complex in Lower Manhattan.  One WTC is the tallest building in the United States, the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere, and the sixth-tallest in the world. The new skyscraper stands on the northwest corner of the 16-acre World Trade Center Site.   One World Trade Center became the tallest building in New York City on April 30, 2012, when it surpassed the height of the Empire State Building. The final component of the skyscraper’s spire made the building reach a total height of 1,776 feet, a deliberate reference to the year the United States Declaration of Independence was signed.  The building opened on November 3, 2014.
	The new World Trade Center complex includes five high-rise office buildings as well as the National September 11 Memorial & Museum, located just south of where the original Twin Towers stood.






National September 11 Memorial & Museum also known as 9/11 Memorial & Museum

This Memorial and Museum in New York City commemorates the September 11, 2001, attacks which killed 2,997 people and the 1993 World Trade Center bombing which killed 6.  It is operated by a non-profit institution.

Mission Statement:
· Remember and honor the thousands of innocent men, women and children murdered by terrorists in the horrific attacks of February 26, 1993, and September 11, 2001.
· Respect the place made sacred through tragic loss.
· Recognize the endurance of those who survived, the courage of those who risked their lives to save others, and the compassion of all who supported us in our darkest hours.
· May the lives remembered, the deeds recognized, and the spirit reawakened be eternal beacons, which reaffirm respect for life, strengthen our resolve to preserve freedom, and inspire an end to hatred, ignorance and intolerance.

A memorial was planned in the immediate aftermath of the attacks and destruction.    The architects created a forest of swamp white oak trees with two square reflecting pools in the center marking where the Twin Towers stood. The pools, with the largest man-made waterfalls in the United States, symbolize the loss of life and the physical void left by the attacks. The names of the victims of the attacks are inscribed on the parapets surrounding the waterfalls.  A Survivor Tree has become a symbol of hope and rebirth. The park is at street level, above the Memorial Museum.  A dedication ceremony commemorating the tenth anniversary of the attack was held in September 11, 2011.
Since then a “memorial glade” and path honors first responders who later got sick or died after inhaling toxins at the WTC site.  The Sphere, a monumental bronze sculpture, was relocated at Liberty Park, adjacent to the Memorial, in 2017.
The underground museum has artifacts from 9/11, including steel from the Twin Towers.   The pavilion resembles a partially collapsed building, mirroring the attacks.  Other artifacts included wrecked emergency vehicles, pieces of metal from all seven World Trade Center buildings, recordings of survivors and first responders, pictures of all victims, photographs from the wreckage and other media. The museum is designed to evoke memories without additional distress.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

     Session held a Stated Session Meeting on August 10, 2021.
     This was the first Session meeting since May 2021 (for lack of a quorum) and the first meeting of the newly elected Session.   Committee assignments were made:  Administration/Preschool – Bruce Bosselman; Budget/Finance – Jen Jones; Christian Ed/Congregational Life – Joan Berry; Mission/Outreach – Jean Hashagen; Property/Maintenance – Colleen Cash; Worship – Terry Crickenberger.
· Betsy Ruehl was re-elected Clerk of Session for a one-year term.
· Session ratified motions following discussions on June 15 and approved by email:  1) Calling a Congregational Meeting for July 18 to reduce size of Session and elect new officers and 2) schedule CAT meeting and Lunch in Fellowship Fall on July 18 (reported in August Columns).
· Session decided that, with the Delta variant and resurgence of COVID-19 cases, the wearing of masks would be required in Worship and during other activities in the building.
· Session Training was held for all:  Confidentiality = Trust, Relationship, everyone can be heard vs. Secrecy = Distrust, Power, Fear can Silence.  Unity Theory of Decision Making = Everyone is heard; Everyone votes; Everyone supports the decision.
· The next CAT Fellowship Lunch is scheduled tentatively - a Potato Bar following worship on September 19.
· In response to a congregant’s request for an ecumenical Memorial Service to mark the twentieth anniversary of the 9/11 tragedy, Terry Crickenberger, as the new Worship Committee Chair, volunteered to head up such an event.
· FPC received a $1,000 grant from Presbytery toward equipment for livestreaming in the Sanctuary.
· Session approved raises for Preschool Director, teachers and aides.
· A Memorandum of Understanding with the Waynesboro Symphony Orchestra was distributed.
· Jen Jones will attend the Zoom Presbytery meeting on August 28.
Joys and concerns were shared.  All Session meetings are opened and closed with prayer.

[bookmark: _Hlk81478118]                                                                                             Betsy Ruehl, Clerk of Session








HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 

Highlights of the 190th Stated Meeting of the Shenandoah Presbytery
by Bronwen Boswell, General Presbyter and Stated Clerk

On Saturday, August 28, once again we met by Zoom and had between 97 and 104 in attendance.  Thank you to all who attend to keep the presbytery running.
The Rev. Stephen Scott, retired EP of Salem Presbytery, and current vice-moderator of our synod, brought greetings and thanked us for our involvement with the synod.
The Rev. Carolyn Winfrey Gillette participated in worship, not only as preacher but also as hymnwriter of the hymns used in the service.
Information about being a General Assembly commissioner was included in the packet with the docket.
Remember the Big Event is happening September 18 from 8:30-3:30 - “When did We See You?”  The keynote speaker is the Rev. Jimmie Hawkins, director of the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness and Public Policy in Washington, D.C.  The preacher of the day is the Ret. Rear Admiral Rev. Dr. Margaret Grun Kibben, Chaplain to the US House of Representatives.
SPYCE – Shenandoah Presbytery Youth Council Extraordinaire – is looking for volunteers as we vision what’s next for presbytery-wide youth ministry.
We approved retirements for Rev. Nancy Smith and the Rev. Wray Sherman.
We welcomed the Rev. Ron Gilmore as the new pastor at Woodstock and the Rev. Keith Phillips as new co-pastor for Massanutten.
CCVT’s church highlights for this meeting came from Warrenton.  Pastor Jim Lunde shared a power point presentation, the vision of “Windows Open to the Street”, telling us of the mission and witness to and with the community.
The moderator, Ruling Elder Judy Hensley of Upton Church, closed the meeting with prayer.

	                                                                                                      Betsy Ruehl, Editor
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         Saturday, September 11 -11:00 a.m.
Interfaith Service of Remembrance
Invite Friends and Family!

Sunday, September 19 – noon
       CAT Meeting & Potato Bar in Fellowship Hall
FPC members looking ahead!
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Dear Congregation, 

    August brought the end of Summer Camp. The children who graduated were sent onto their next adventures in kindergarten. Construction was completed on the new playground. Everything will be up and running by the start of school on the 30th.
    September will usher in another school year at the Preschool. Rooms have reached their capacities, and everyone is super excited. The 4-year-old-class will have Ms. Aimee as teacher and Ms. Patti as her aide. The 3-year-old-class will have Ms. Lynda as teacher and Ms. Patti as her aide. And the 2-year-old-class will welcome Ms. Carol in her first year as teacher and Ms. Sonya will be her aide. We are opening Tuesdays and Wednesdays to any volunteers who wish to read stories on Tuesday and conduct chapel on Wednesday.   
    Masks must be worn to do either. Please email me if interested.
    We are always accepting aid and scholarships from anyone who wishes to donate. To sponsor a child or  
 to make a one-time donation, please email me at preschool@firstpresway.com. 
     Thank you for your time and God Bless,
     Nate Rudin
       Director
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Poverty in America doesn’t look like what you think it looks like.

Forget the stereotypes.
Poverty is a lot more widespread than you probably thought.  Especially since the pandemic.
Poverty looks like the food service worker who can’t afford to put food on their own table.
It looks like the health care worker who can’t afford their own prescriptions.
Or the child care worker who can’t afford child care.
Being poor in America is not just about a lack of money. It’s about working hard and still not having access to the basic things so many of us take for granted.  Like a decent wage,
 housing, medical care, educational opportunities, and so much more.
In Matthew 25:31-46, the call is loud and clear:  we must work boldly and strategically to eradicate systemic poverty in our communities and our country.

(from Presbyterians Today, September/October 2021, a publication of the PC(USA))
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September 3            Kathy Brown
September 4            Rubye Schwab
September 9            Joan Berry
September 10          Ruth Kelley
September 11          Danny Leech
September 14          Polly Bare
September 24          Branch Hammock
September 29          Eloise Morris
September 29          Joann Pannill  
September 29          Joe Earhart
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September 1           Buck & Margie Hartley
September 14         Mike & Cathy Cunningham
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    Our Christian sympathies to Ron and Carrol Smith whose son, Steven Christopher, died August 29 in Plano, TX .

           Our Christian sympathies to Jim and Mikie Leech. Mikie’s mother, Murial Wright, died September 1.
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Prayers for Health and Other Concerns:


The Legacy: Eloise Morris, Mary June Cook

Shenandoah Nursing Home: Rubye Schwab

Summit Square: Lillian Hryshkanych 

Home: Dick Huff, Nancy Garber, Mary Ultee, Edie Lawrence, Mary Ann Maupin 

[bookmark: _Hlk81467831]Friends and Family: Andy & Jean Robeson, (Cunninghams), Steve Stevens, Marianne Beck, Bill Bromley, Grace Measles, Tom Evans, Debbie Conner (Jen Jones), Danny Smith (Nancy Hypes), Jennifer & Charlotte Sergeant (Kathy Brown), Emily Bardeen (Sandi Henderson), Kathy Doyle (Cindy & Rodger Doyle), Bill Metzel (Joyce Tipton), Tony Poplin, Jerry Hughes, Paul Watts (Colleen Cash), Shae Blackwell and Family (Preschool), Col. Stuart Roberts (Mark Henderson), Alissa Voils (Pam Leech), Phil Hashagen (Jean & Don), Erwin Berry (Joan)

Military: Jeremiah Henderson, Carson Craig

Missionaries: Elmarie & Scott Parker, PC (USA) Regional Liaisons to Iraq, Syria & Lebanon   
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Alissa Voils (Pam Leech’s daughter) has finished her chemotherapy and is doing well.

Mary June Cook has recovered from COVID-19 virus and is feeling better.
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WORD PLAY FOR SMILES…….

Dad, are we pyromaniacs?  Yes, we arson.
What do you call a pig with laryngitis?  Disgruntled.
Writing my name in cursive is my signature move.
If you’re bad at haggling, you’ll end up paying the price.
Just so everyone’s clear, I’m going to put my glasses on.
Never buy flowers from a monk.  Only you can prevent florist friars.
How much did the pirate pay to get his ears pierced?  A buccaneer.
I once worked at a cheap pizza place to get by.  I kneaded the dough.
I lost my girlfriend’s audiobook and now I’ll never heard the end of it.
Why is “dark” spelled with a “k” and not a “c”?  Because you can’t see in the dark.
Why is it unwise to share your secrets with a clock?  Well, time will tell.
When I told my contractor I didn’t want carpeted steps, he gave me a blank stare.
I’m trying to organize a hide and seek tournament,
 but good players are really hard to find.
I got over my addiction to chocolate, marshmallows and nuts.  I won’t lie; 
it was a rocky road.
What do you say to comfort a friend who’s struggling with grammar? 
 There, their, they’re.
What did the surgeon say to the patient who insisted on closing up their own incision?  Suture self.
I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried grapes.
It’s all about raisin awareness.





LABOR DAY

	         Labor Day, the unofficial end of summer, is an annual celebration of social and
    economic achievements of the American worker.  It honors the men and women who fought tirelessly 
    for workers’ rights, especially the 8-hour day we still enjoy today.
	        Before it became a federal holiday, Labor Day was recognized in individual cities.
    In 1894 Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September each year a legal holiday.   
    Government offices are closed, as are state and local offices and schools. Many elements of the
    early celebrations are still around today – parades, picnics and parties.  And don’t forget to fly your flag!
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Editor—Betsy Ruehl (etruehl@ntelos.net)  
Mailing Address
P. O. Box 877
Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Phone
540.949.8366
Fax
540.949.5750

E-mail
church@firstpresway.com
Website
www.firstpresway.org

Church Office Hours
Monday-Wednesday
8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Thursday
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday
Closed

Interim Pastor
Rev. Patrick Pettit
pspettit@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. Colleen Cash
ccash@firstpresway.com 

Preschool Director
Mr. Nate Rudin
preschool@firstpresway.com

Director of Music
Mr. Roger Daggy
firstpreswaymusic@gmail.com

Music Associate
Mrs. Kimberlea Daggy
firstpreswaymusic@gmail.com

Audio/Visual Technician
Mr. Craig Cavanaugh

Maintenance Technician
Mr. Michael Griffith

Custodian
Mrs. Caroleia Strandberg

              Child Care Attendants
                  Nate & Karalyn Rudin

Layout—Colleen Cash   
Reporters—Members of the Congregation & Staff
COLUMNS Mailing List
During the pandemic the newsletter is being mailed to members and friends. Please remember to give your new address to the Church Office when you move. We do not want you to miss any of the Church news. Just contact the Church Office (949-8366 or church@firstpresway.com      Sermons, bulletins and many Columns articles can be found on the church website:      
      firstpresway.org     Deadlines: COLUMNS: 20th of the month
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Sunday, September 5
Worship Service 11AM
Monday, September 6
Office Closed Labor Day
Tuesday, September 7
Waynesboro Sym Practice Fellowship Hall 7 PM
Thursday, September 9
Food Bank  2-4 PM
Saturday, September 11
Remembrance 9/11 Service 11AM
Sunday, September 12
Worship Service 11AM
Tuesday, September 13
Session 2:30 
Waynesboro Sym Practice Fellowship Hall 7 PM
Thursday, September 16
Food Bank  6-8 PM
Sunday, September 19
Worship Service 11AM
CAT Meeting 12PM Fellowship Hall with Potato Bar
Tuesday, September 21
Staff Meeting 11AM
Waynesboro Sym Practice Fellowship Hall 7 PM
Thursday, September 23
Food Bank  2-4 PM
Sunday, September 26
Worship Service 11AM
Tuesday, September 28
Waynesboro Sym Practice Sanctuary 3 PM
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