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United Church of Christ declares racism
a public health crisis
July 17, 2021 by Emily McFarlan Miller, Religion News Service

(RNS) — The United Church of Christ kicked off its Special Edition
General Synod on Sunday (July 11) by passing a resolution declaring
racism a public health crisis.

Delegates to the mainline denomination’s biennial meeting, held
virtually this year, approved “A Resolution to Declare and Respond to
Racism as a Public Health Crisis” with 96% of the vote during the
opening plenary. The resolution was submitted by the UCC’s Council
for Health and Human Service Ministries and the Council on Racial
and LEthnic Ministries. The Rev. Elyse Berry, associate for advocacy
and leadership development for the Council for Health and Human
Service Ministry told the denomnation the resolution’s approval “set
the tone” for the General Synod, which runs through next Sunday (July
18).

Racial justice 1s intentionally woven throughout this Synod,” Berry said.

The Columns
-Online.



https://blog.covidactnow.org/what-is-covid-incidence/
https://www.generalsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Racism-Public-Health.pdf
https://www.generalsynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Racism-Public-Health.pdf

The resolution notes that research shows racism “undermines the

physical, emotional, spiritual, and relational health and wellbeing of
People of African Descent, Indigenous Peoples, and other People of

Color.” It points out how the COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted
the “racial health disparities and the social and political conditions that
created them,” with Black, Indigenous and Hispanic communities
recording a mortality rate more than 2.7 times the rate of white people.
The resolution also calls on UCC churches to educate their members
and advocate for public policies that work toward health equity. And it
calls on Congress to pass the Anti-Racism in Public Health Act, which
would create a Center on Anti-Racism in Health and Law Enforcement
Violence Prevention Program at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“This resolution 1s incredibly important especially in hght of the
conversations being had under critical race theory... “Racism is
absolutely a public health crisis and we should do everything
we can to speak out against it,” said Andrew Roblyer, a delegate from
the UCC’s South Central Conference who spoke in favor of the
resolution, according to the denomination.

Unlike other denominations meeting this summer, the 715 voting
delegates participating in the United Church of Christ’s General Synod
do not plan to debate critical race theory, an academic approach to
examining systemic racism. That’s because the UCC settled those
questions years ago, declaring itsell an “anti-racist church” in 2003, the
Rev. Traci Blackmon told Religion News Service before the General
Synod began.

“The United Church of Christ recognizes the importance of everyone’s
human dignity and everyone’s story, and we also recognize racism as a
sin. And so we don’t wrestle in ways that some denominations do,” said
Blackmon, associate general minister of justice and local ministries for

the UCC.
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Music Notes for this week.
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The special music for this Sunday will be a rendition of My
Shepherd Will Supply My Need for recorder and
organ. This American folk tune, known as Resignation, has
been around since colonial times. It was included
in Southern Harmony, a hymnal of 335 songs compiled by
William “Singing Billy” Walker and first published in
1835.  Resignation has since become one of the most
beloved hymn settings of the 23" Psalm.
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click on the links

PC(USA) News

Virginia Department of Health updates

Sources of Inspiration
click on the links

Daily Readings from the Lectionary
Jan Edmiston's Blog
The Upper Room Devotional
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click on the links
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http://firstpresway.org/
https://www.ucc.org/build-on-the-love-join-the-movement/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/novel-coronavirus/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://achurchforstarvingartists.blog/
https://www.upperroom.org/welcome
https://nationaltoday.com/
http://www.mrboffo.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmkai9veUeZYkdTBpMwXGpg

