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A Pastoral Letter on the Protests in Iran.

We as Presbyterians are mandated by our faith to stand in
solidarity with the courageous women of Iran who continue to
protest the murder of Jina Mahsa Amini and demand life and
freedom in her name.

All are created in the image of God. We are bound together by
this identity. (Genesis 1:26–27) We are guided by the
Interreligious Stance of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

As the Church, we weep with the women of Iran. We are guided
by Romans 12:15: “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep.” We are reminded of the words written by
Martin Luther King Jr. in his Letter from Birmingham Jail.
He proclaimed that “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly affects all indirectly.”

Continued.
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Pastoral Letter, continued.

We are held together by a garment of truth in this
moment. We are called to communicate our solidarity
and demonstrate our commitment to action. We weep
with the women of Iran, we feel their pain and anger
and we celebrate their courage.

As the Church, we witness to the courageous
leadership of these women.  God is speaking through
the women of Iran. We recognize this moment as a
women-led movement, marked by incredible bravery,
and women supporting women, across generations,
ethnicities and religious traditions. We also celebrate
all others who stand with them.

We believe in the Resurrection. In our sacred text,
women were the first witnesses to the Resurrection in
the face of violent power: “Now it was Mary
Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of
James and the other women with them who told these
things to the apostles.” (Luke 24:1–13) We also
stand with the many unnamed people murdered,
whose names and voices we do not hear or know, but
we remember them. As they continue to be silenced,
we rise up as Christians to amplify their voice. God
urges us, “… what is good, and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) God
continues to ask of us “Where is your [sister]?”
(Genesis 4:9) We rise up as the Church to ask, who
is our neighbor? (Luke 10:29) We answer that
question with action. As the Church, we work beyond
words, for such a time as this. 

As we are called in 1 John 3:18: “… let us love, not in
word or speech, but in truth and action.” This is a
kairos moment for the Church to find her voice, to
speak for the body of Christ and to act for embodied
justice for all made in the image of God.

Women, Life, Freedom!
 Zan, Zendegi, Azadi!

زن، زندگی، آزادی ! 

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
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The closing hymn for this Sunday will be When in Our Music God is Glorified.  The text was
written by Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000), who was born in Roby, England, ordained in 1924 as
a Methodist minister and served in various parishes throughout England.  After he retired, Green
poured his life-long interest in poetry into writing hymn texts.  

Green.

Worship This Week
Scripture lessons: Psalm 98
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Sermon: Work, work, work

Our Worship Channels
click on the logos

 

In 1972, Green set an original poem to the tune known as ENGELBERG, composed by Charles
Villiers Stanford (1852-1924). He wrote the music for the 1904 collection known as Hymns
Ancient and Modern. Stanford originally wrote the music for the text “For All the Saints;”
however, the musical setting composed by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) for The English
Hymnal (1906) soon surpassed Stanford’s. The tune name ENGELBERG, taken from a village in
Switzerland, translates into English as “angel mountain.” 

Stanford.

http://www.firstpresway.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmkai9veUeZYkdTBpMwXGpg


This Week in History.

 Abraham Lincoln elected as the 16th U.S. President. 
The first Republican candidate to win, he received 180 of 303

 possible electoral votes and 40 percent of the popular vote.
November 6, 1860

 Mobs encoraged by the National Socialist (Nazi) Party burn 
synagogues and vandalize Jewish shops and homes in what will come to 

be known as ' 'Kristallnacht' (the night of broken glass).
November 9, 1938

Presbyterian minister, journalist, newspaper editor, 
and  abolitionist Elijah Lovejoy is murdered by a 

pro-slavery mob  in Alton, IL.
November 7, 1837

The Church of England votes to allow women to become priests.
November 11, 1992

The U.S. Marine Corps established as part of the U.S. Navy; it 
would become a separate unit on July 11, 1789.

November 10, 1775

X-rays (electromagnetic rays)  discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen 
at the University of Wuerzburg in Germany.

November 8, 1895


