Second Sunday in Advent                                                                                  December 7, 2025
                                                                                     Liturgist: Janet Shaner & Patrick Fitzgibbon
 
PRELUDE                            Savior of the Nations, Come, BuxWV 211          Buxtehude (1637-1707)
             
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT                                       Savior of the Nations, Come!		     Luther (1483-1546)   
 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND CANDLE
                                                                                                                               Bach (1685-1750)                 CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: A shoot shall come forth from the stump of Jesse,
All:  And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.
Leader: He will judge the poor with righteousness, and the meek with equity;
All: He will be clothed with righteousness and faithfulness.
Leader:	The wolf and the lamb will live peacefully together,
All: The leopard and the kid will lie down side by side.
Leader:	The cow and the bear will graze together; the lion will eat straw like the ox,
All:  And a little child will lead them all.
Leader:	They will neither hurt nor destroy on God’s holy mountain,
All: For the earth will be full of the knowledge of God, as the waters fill the sea.

MORNING PRAYER 

*OPENING HYMN #106 	     Prepare the Way, O Zion	     BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

[bookmark: _Hlk189038850]PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of Grace, we confess that we are not ready for you to come into our world — not quite yet. We cling to the known and familiar, afraid of the transformation your grace will bring. Yet you are always a step ahead of us, a voice crying out in the wilderness, inviting us into to bold new ways of being disciples. Humble us, O God, and teach us to do the work of repentance so that, fully reliant on your grace, we may know the richness of restored relationship with you and one another. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GLORIA PATRI #581		   Glory Be to the Father		                 GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                            

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                     Ezekiel 37:1-14 p.672                  
                                                                               
ANTHEM	                                Prepare, Prepare the Way of the Lord	      Rowan (b. 1951)

		Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord!  Prepare the way!  Make straight his path.
		Every valley shall be exalted, every hill made low;  
		And the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain.
		And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all mankind shall see it together.
Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord!  Prepare the way!  Make straight his path.

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                     John 4:13-14 p. 865                   
   
SERMON                                         Now In Flesh Appearing                          Rev. Samantha Coggins

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of human life: 
social and cultural, economic and political, scientific and technological, individual and corporate. It includes our natural environment as exploited and despoiled by sin. God wills that God’s purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ, and all evil be banished from God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in all people and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption.

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
   Invitation
  Great Thanksgiving
  Communion of the People

*CLOSING HYMN #377	I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light			    HOUSTON
 
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                                Lord, Jesus Christ BWV 601			                 	   Bach     

This week’s liturgy is written by Ginna Bairby and the Presbyterian Outlook.                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk215670604]LINK :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFTvtd6iWkM
[image: Image result for clip art prayer requests]

                                                                                                                          
 Shenandoah Nursing Home: Nancy Garber

Home: Mary Ultee, Mary Ann Maupin, Warner Sandquist, Polly Bare, Olive Prettyman.

Friends and Family: Bill Bromley, Jean Custen, Sally McNeel, Col. Stuart Roberts (Mark Henderson), Carolyn Hedrick-Williams (Colleen Cash), Betsy Boswell (Curry), Shane Bennett (Bennett) Damon Prettyman (Olive Prettyman).
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Military: Carson Craig, Michael Little                              

                     






Serving Dinner for Waynesboro Area Refuge Ministry (WARM) Shelter
Our church will serve dinner for the WARM cold weather shelter at Westminster Presbyterian Church on Friday, December 19 at 5:30 pm. Volunteers are needed to serve the meal from roughly 6:00 pm onward. We will prepare for 30 guests, 5 WARM volunteers, and our dinner crew, for a total of 40 individuals. We will stay until roughly 7:45 pm, cleaning up the kitchen after serving. Please contact Samantha if you plan to help.

Advent & Christmas Eve Worship
We began a new liturgical year on November 30, December 7, December 14 and December 21). Advent is the season of waiting & watching for the birth of Christ, and of preparation for Christmas joy. We will celebrate the Nativity together on Christmas Eve (Wednesday, December 24) at 4:30 pm, with a worship service of Lessons & Carols. As the sun sets at the end of the service, we will light candles to symbolize Christ’s light shining in the darkness. 

          [image: Clip Art Offering Plate Image - Offering Plate Png, Transparent Png ...]An offering plate is available in the narthex.




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA

 A community-minded congregation living out the love of Christ as we serve one another with humility, gentleness, and patience through God’s grace.
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P.O. Box 877
249 South Wayne Avenue
Waynesboro, Virginia
(540) 949-8366
Church Website:  www.firstpresway.org
Preschool Website:  www.firstprespre.org
Email:  church@firstpresway.com
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