Third Sunday in Advent                                                                                  December 14, 2025
                                                                                   Liturgists: Joe Earhart & Terry Crickenberger
 
PRELUDE                            Magnificat, Part I, BuxWV 203		         Buxtehude (1637-1707)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT                                     There Is No Rose				 Anonymous, c. 1420

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE
                                                                                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:	What if joy were to break out unrestrained in our world? What would we notice?
All: The wilderness and dry land would be glad; the desert would rejoice and blossom.
Leader:	The blind would see and the lame would walk. Lepers would be cleansed, and the deaf would hear.
All: The dead would rise and the poor would receive good news.
May joy break out in our worship today as we anticipate the One who comes into our world! 
Come, thou long expected Jesus!

*OPENING HYMN #97 	Watchman, Tell Us of the Night			     ABERYSTWYTH

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Lesson 1		          	          Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Carol 88	               O Come, O Come Emmanuel (congregation)                    VENI EMANUEL
                                                        stanzas 1, 4 & 6

Lesson 2 		          	              James 5:7-10

Carol 90 	                          Wait for the Lord (Taizé – choir)                        Berthier (1923-1994)

CALL TO CONFESSION 

[bookmark: _Hlk189038850]PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy and wonderful God, we confess that we have closed our eyes to what you are doing. We prefer to concentrate on problems, bad news and violence. When we do, we miss all the healing, freeing and helping you accomplish in our world. We pass up opportunities to participate in your Good News. We rob ourselves of so much joy. Forgive us and give us eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to under- stand, and hearts to treasure your mission in the world. Fill us with
unquenchable joy at the coming of Jesus. Amen.
SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GLORIA PATRI #581		   Glory Be to the Father		                 GLORIA PATRI   
                                                                                                         
Lesson 3  	                                          Isaiah 35: 1-10
Carol 129  		                              Lo, How a Rose  			    ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 
				                    (congregation)

Lesson 4 	                                           Luke 1: 46b-55 

Solo			                      Mary, Did You Know 	        	        	        Greene (b. 1953)
				       Jean Hashagen, soprano

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new:
This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to the blind man?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with His hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod;
And when you kiss your little baby you’ve kissed the face of God?

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again,
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb.

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy was Heaven’s perfect Lamb,
And the sleeping Child you’re holding is the great I AM?

Homily                                                   Delivering Our Deliverer                    Rev. Samantha Coggins

Lesson 5		                            Isaiah 40: 1-11
	
Carol 347 		            Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence	      	                  PICARDY
	                                              (congregation)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN #83              Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus			STUTTGART

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                        Magnificat II, BuxWV 203			                 Buxtehude        

                                        
LINK :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-0vkNfHx5mM
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 Shenandoah Nursing Home: Nancy Garber

Home: Mary Ultee, Mary Ann Maupin, Warner Sandquist, Polly Bare, Olive Prettyman.

Friends and Family: Bill Bromley, Jean Custen, Sally McNeel, Col. Stuart Roberts (Mark Henderson), Carolyn Hedrick-Williams (Colleen Cash), Betsy Boswell (Curry), Damon Prettyman (Olive Prettyman).
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Serving Dinner for Waynesboro Area Refuge Ministry (WARM) Shelter
Our church will serve dinner for the WARM cold weather shelter at Westminster Presbyterian Church this Friday, December 19 at 5:30 pm. Volunteers are needed to serve the meal from roughly 6:00 pm onward. We will prepare for 30 guests, 5 WARM volunteers, and our dinner crew, for a total of 40 individuals. We will stay until about 7:45 pm, cleaning up the kitchen after serving. Please contact Samantha if you plan to help.

Advent & Christmas Eve Worship
Advent is the season of waiting & watching for the birth of Christ, and of preparation for Christmas joy. We will celebrate the Nativity together on Christmas Eve (Wednesday, December 24) at 4:30 pm, with a worship service of Lessons & Carols. As the sun sets at the end of the service, we will light candles to symbolize Christ’s light shining in the darkness. 
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 A community-minded congregation living out the love of Christ as we serve one another with humility, gentleness, and patience through God’s grace.
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P.O. Box 877
249 South Wayne Avenue
Waynesboro, Virginia
(540) 949-8366
Church Website:  www.firstpresway.org
Preschool Website:  www.firstprespre.org
Email:  church@firstpresway.com
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