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                                                      February 2026, Volume 64, Issue 3
First Presbyterian Church of Waynesboro is a community-minded
                              congregation living out the love of Christ as we serve one another with 
                                      humility, gentleness, and patience through God’s grace.


15  Toward evening the disciples approached him. “We’re out in the country and it’s getting
late. Dismiss the people so they can go to the villages and get some supper.”
16  But Jesus said, “There is no need to dismiss them. You give them supper.”
17  “All we have are five loaves of bread and two fish,” they said.
18-21  Jesus said, “Bring them here.” Then he had the people sit on the grass. He took the
five loaves and two fish, lifted his face to heaven in prayer, blessed, broke, and gave the
bread to the disciples. The disciples then gave the food to the congregation. They all ate
their fill. They gathered twelve baskets of leftovers. About five thousand were fed.
Matthew 14:15-21

When in doubt, always quote scripture. This is not one of the rules I have painstakingly collected over the years,
but perhaps it should be. Last month, we began with insights into basketball; for May, we are diving back into
the New Testament for illumination.
We are conditioned, I think, to look at the miraculous as magical, the theological equivalent of alchemy. Just as
the medieval alchemist sought to turn lead into gold, and thus enrich themselves without labor, we look at
miracles at least in part, as labor-saving plot devices: healing without the effort of treatment; gifts that eliminate
the need for impossible choices; rescue that makes of us passive recipients of grace. But, in the words of yet
another of my rules, God is not a magician; what we call miracles are signs of God at work in our midst - and
God hates to work alone.

In the feeding of the multitude, the disciples recognize a need - the crowd is getting hungry and the day is
mostly gone. This is a real problem, they know, but the best they can come up with is to send the crowds
back to town, where they might find some supper. But Jesus has something else in mind; not just pushing
the problem down the road, but actually doing something about the hunger of the people. He asks what
food is available, and is told, 5 rolls and 2 cooked fish - the lunch of a well-prepared young man. Jesus
then does the miraculous, but the miracle isn&#39;t magic- Jesus does not make everyone feel full, or have
manna fall from the heavens. The miracle happens through the work of the disciples. It is the disciples
who organize the people, getting them to sit down in an orderly fashion; they who oversee the distribution
of the loaves and fishes, making sure everyone is fed; even making sure the leftovers are collected. And
that, friends, leads us to Rule #10:


                                                                                                    

[bookmark: _Hlk218593024]Dear members & friends of First Presbyterian Church,

 At a recent book study meeting, I invited folks to share where they are seeing God and where they are seeking God. It’s my way of doing the Ignatian Examen, the Jesuit prayer practice of reviewing your day to discern where God is at work. 

We begin Lent by burying ourselves with Christ – drawing close to Jesus’s own journey with the world’s brokenness, by addressing some of our own broken ways. We seek God. We end the journey with Easter – rising anew in Christ, with hearts softened by Christ’s sure presence, seeing God.

 And if we are lucky, we might get to experience both at once, in the form of true transformation. Like ashes on the forehead of a baptized adult. Like old walls reverberating with the sound of children’s voices. Like snow melting to reveal grassy patches.

 Like Jesus assures Nicodemus in the gospel of John: Jesus did not come to uphold our earthly ideas of what God is like. He came so that we can live in the light of the truth.

 As a church, how are we to do this?

 I will invite us to ponder that very question during Lent – between now and Easter – in a sermon series on the gospel of John called Up for Renewal (see the next page for exactly which Scriptures we will read). And on March 22, we will get to gather by the font for a baptism, right in our own sanctuary.

 As we come to the waters, on that baptism Sunday and during the remainder of Lent, let us consider how the Holy Spirit is calling us to renewal. And let us consider that we might be up for it.

 Grace & peace, Samantha

 March 1 (2nd Sunday in Lent, *Communion) John 3:1-17 (Jesus & Nicodemus — “can an adult be born again?”) 

March 8 (3rd Sunday in Lent) John 4:5-42 (Jesus & the Samaritan woman at the well)

 March 15 (4th Sunday in Lent) John 9:1-41 (Jesus heals a blind man with mud & saliva) 

March 22 (5th Sunday in Lent) John 11:1-45 (Jesus and Mary & Martha; Lazarus raised) 

March 29 (Palm Sunday) John 12:1-8 (Jesus is anointed by Mary)
 April 5 (Resurrection of the Lord, *Communion) John 20:1-18 (Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene at the empty tomb)

 April 12 (Samantha absent, Rev. Erin Skinner preaching)

 April 19 John 20:19-31 (Jesus appears to Thomas & the disciples) 

April 26 John 10:1-10 (Jesus says 'I am the gate…’) 

May 3 (*Communion) John 14:1-14 (Jesus says ‘I am the way, the truth, the life’) 

May 10 John 14:15-21 (Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit) 

May 17 John 17:1-11 (Jesus prays before his arrest) 

May 24 (Pentecost, Memorial Day weekend, *Communion) John 7:37-39 (Jesus depicts the Holy Spirit as a thirst-quencher)


                                                                 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

     Session held a Stated Meeting on February 10, 2026.  No meeting was held in January due to illness and snow.
	The Clerk submitted the Necrology Report and the Church Information Form to Presbytery and the 225        Church Statistical Report to PC(USA).  As of January 1, there are 68 members on the church roll.

     Cynthia Hoover was elected Commissioner to the Zoom Presbytery meeting February 28

     Preschool:  Preschool is fully staffed.  Two fundraisers are being planned.

    Administration: Session approved hiring of Lorene Henderson, FPC preschool teacher, to provide childcare during worship at the salary of $25/hour.

     Mission/Outreach: Separate article elsewhere in the newsletter.

     Worship: Church was cancelled on January 24 and February 1 due to snow.  Samantha submitted her projected work and travel schedule through the end of the year.

     Motion: Session approved serving Communion on Transfiguration Sunday, February 15.
Session reaffirmed Motion that a Better Together briefer-than-usual worship service be held in our sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. February 22, followed by seed packing and lunch in our fellowship hall (this changed location of activity from Fishburne to FPC)
     
     Session reaffirmed Motion that FPC hold an Ecumenical Worship Service on February 18, Ash Wednesday, at 7:00 p.m.

     P&M:   A job description needs to be rewritten for the cleaning crew.  There were major problems with the icy snow removal on church property.  Fishburne did not fulfill its responsibility, which necessitated several events being cancelled.
     Session reviewed our endowed funds with Shenandoah Presbytery.  Discussion of stewardship was postponed until after Easter.

    All Session meetings are opened and closed with prayer.  The next scheduled Stated Meeting is Tuesday, March 10.				
                                                                                                                              --Betsy Ruehl, Clerk of Session
                  [image: ]
                          Music Notes for March


We begin a new month still immersed in winter, with below freezing temperatures and snow in the forecast.  Fortunately, Spring begins in a few weeks, and our hearts continue to be nurtured by the everlasting Holy Spirit.

Our hearts were, indeed, warmed by the combined services hosted by FPC on the 18th and the 22nd.  The congregattion and combined choir for the Downtown Churches Ecumenical Ash Wednesday service sang most boldly – and beautifully!  What a pleasure to hear the assembled raise their voices in song.  Just four days later, the Better Together churches gathered at FPC for the first Sunday in Lent.  Ed Crawford (Westminster), Glenn Fields (Second) and our own Patrick Fitzgibbon and Roger Daggy sang a gorgeous rendition of Ah, Holy Jesus for the anthem.  Many favorable comments were received regarding the marriage of Scripture and music in both services.  

March opens with one of the most famous passages in the Bible, John 3: 16:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  These words are beautifully set to music by John Stainer (1840-1901) in his oratorio, The Crucifixion.  The combined choir sang this anthem on Ash Wednesday during the Downtown Churches Ecumenical Service, and FPC’s choir will reprise Stainer’s most famous work on 1 March.

Throughout the month, the choir will continue to sing anthems that reflect our Lenten journey.  On 8 March, the anthem will be “O My God, Bestow Thy Tender Mercy” from Giovanni Pergolesi’s (1810-1836) Stabat Mater, arranged by Hal Hopson.  The following week, on the 15th, the choir will sing Henry Purcell’s (1659-1695) Thou Knowest, Lord, the Secrets of our Hearts.  Purcell composed the work in 1694 for the funeral of Queen Mary.  It would be one of Purcell’s final compositions, as he himself died a year later.

The Scripture passage for 22 March contains the shortest verse in the Bible, John 11: 35: “Jesus wept.”  One of America’s colonial composers, Boston native William Billings (1746-1800), used those words in one of his most famous choral works, When Jesus Wept.  Billings included the canon in his New England Psalm Singer, a collection of his music published in 1770.  Billings created a singing school in Boston and used his compositions to teach singers in the Old South Church. 

Palm Sunday falls on the final Sunday of March. The choir will begin our Holy Week with a selection from the Deutsche Messe by Franz Schubert (1797-1828).   “Holy, Holy, Holy,” is one of nine movements composed by Schubert just a year before his death.  The work was commissioned by Johann Philipp Neumann (1774-1849), an Austrian physicist, librarian and poet, who wanted Schubert to compose music to appeal to "the widest possible congregation.”  The mass remains one of Schubert’s most popular choral works.

FPC will also host two concerts at the beginning of this month.  Our own Director of Music/Organist, Roger Daggy, will present a First Friday recital at 12:15 on 6 March.  This free concert will be followed by a light luncheon, generously coordinated by Joe Earhart.  All are welcome!

On Sunday 8 March, members of the Waynesboro Symphony Orchestra, the ensemble-in-residence at FPC, will present a chamber music program at 3pm.  The concert is free and open to the public.

We are blessed by the continued support of the music program, and grateful to all at FPC,

Roger and Kimberlea Daggy

FIRST FRIDAY ORGAN CONCERT
March 6, 2026
12:15 p.m. followed by a Lite Lunch
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                                                                       THE SEASON OF LENT

     The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and self-examination in preparation for the celebration of the resurrection of the Lord on Easter.  It is a period of 40 days – like the flood of Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Mount Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s call to Ninevah to repent and Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness.
     What we hear during Lent is the power and possibility of the paschal mystery, and that the way of the cross, the way to Easter is through death.  To appropriate the new life that is beyond the power of death means we must die with Christ who was raised for us.  To live for Christ, we must die with him. New life requires a daily surrendering of the old life, letting go of the preset order, so that we may embrace the new humanity. “I die every day!” asserts Paul (I Corinthians 15:31).  Resurrection necessitates death as a preceding act.  The church’s peculiar Lenten claim is that in dying we live, that all who are baptized into Christ are baptized into his death.  To be raised with Christ means one must also die with Christ.  In order to embrace the resurrection, we must experience the passion of Jesus.  The way of the cross, the way to Easter, is through death of the “old self”.  In dying, we live.
      Therefore, at the beginning of Lent, we are reminded that our possessions, our rulers, our empires, our projects, our families and even our lives do not last forever. “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).  The liturgies throughout Lent try to pry loose our fingers, one by one, from presumed securities and plunge us into unknown baptismal waters, waters that seem not only our death tomb but surprisingly our womb of life.  Rather than falling back into nothingness, we fall back on everlasting arms.  Death? How can we fear what we have already undergone in baptism?
     It is the power of the resurrection on the horizon ahead that draws us into repentance toward the cross and the tomb.  Throughout the intervention of God’s gracious resurrection, lifelong changes in our values and behavior become possible.  By turning from the end of the “old self” in us, Lenten repentance makes it possible for us to affirm joyfully, “Death is no more!” and to aim toward the landscape of the new age.  Faithfully adhering to the Lenten journey of “prayer, fasting and almsgiving” leads to the destination of Easter.
During the final week, Holy Week, we hear the fulness of Christ’s passion, his death and resurrection.  From Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and on to the Triduum (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday), all of Holy Week focuses on the passion.  As his followers, we travel Christ’s path of servanthood through the Lord’s Supper and the suffering of the cross toward the glory of Easter, all of which underscores the inseparable link between the death and resurrection of Jesus.

(An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship
{Geneva Press, 2003 110-111})



A big slow boat causes waves,
but even the smallest pebbles change the whole pattern of the water.
Our daily actions are like those ripples.
Each one makes a difference, even the smallest.

                                                                 PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29

	When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He chose to ride a donkey rather than a horse or walk on foot.  This wasn’t a random choice – it was full of symbolic meaning and fulfilled ancient prophecy.
All four Gospel offer unique details of the events of Palm Sunday:
	Matthew 21:1-11 emphasizes the fulfillment of prophecy, noting that Jesus instructs two disciples to fetch a donkey and its colt, symbolizing humility and peace, fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy.  The crowd spreads cloaks and branches on the road, shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David!”
	Mark 11:1-11 provides a concise account, mentioning Jesus sending two disciples to retrieve a colt.  As He rides into Jerusalem people spread cloaks and leafy branches, proclaiming, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
	Luke 19:28-44 focuses on the crowd’s reaction, describing how they spread their cloaks on the road and joyfully praise God for Jesus’ miracles, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Notably, Luke omits the mention of palm branches.  As Jesus approaches Jerusalem, He weeps over the city foretelling the future destruction.
	John 12-19 is the only Gospel explicitly mentioning palm branches.  It highlights the crowd meeting Jesus with palm branches, shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the king of Israel!”  John connects this event to the recent raising of Lazarus, indicating the crowd’s enthusiasm stems from witnessing this miracle.
(from Christianity.com)
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PRESBYTERIANS BETTER TOGETHER 
PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP AND SEED-PACKING EVENT

	Last Sunday, February 22, five congregations came together at First Presbyterian Church for worship, lunch and a hands-on seed packing mission that produced 4,213 garden seed packets. Some seeds will remain at *Embrace Community Center, while the rest will be shared with farmers growing food for neighbors facing hunger.
	Despite the weather, ninety-three participants attended the joint event and filled the morning with warmth, laughter, and meaningful fellowship.  Many thanks to the Society of St. Andrew and everyone who made this joyful gathering possible.  What a beautiful way for the Body of Christ to begin the season of Lent together!

*Embrace Community Center occupies the site of the former Wayne Hills United Methodist Church at 932 Fir Street in Waynesboro.  It is a “Center for Community where neighbors gather for nurture, strength, justice and resiliency by compassionately shared resources and experiences.”  One of its facets is a community garden.
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MISSION/OUTREACH REPORT – JANUARY 2025

· Ordered food from Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.  Volunteers assembled 20 boxes of pantry dry goods.
· Maintained temperature logs.
· Food Bank distribution: January 8, 15 and 22.
· Weekly cleaned all surfaces, vacuumed, mopped floors.
· Purchased bread and margarine weekly.
· 102 individuals and 36 households served during the month.
· Disciples’ Kitchen: Served 78 meals on January 10; next date is March 30.
· Seed packing and lunch on February 22 following worship.
· Collecting personal care items in January and February.
 							--Cynthia Hoover, chair



COLLECTING PERSONAL CARE ITEMS FOR FOOD BANK

[image: ]



                                                             







	

[image: Image result for free clip art prayer needs]Shenandoah Nursing Home: Nancy Garber

Home: Mary Ultee, Mary Ann Maupin, Warner Sandquist, Polly Bare, 
Olive Prettyman, Mike and Cathy Cunningham.

Friends and Family: Carolyn Hedrick-Williams (Colleen Cash), Betsy Boswell (Curry), Damon Prettyman (Olive Prettyman), Maria Costello (Cunningham). 

Military: Carson Craig, Michael Little

      
[image: ]BETTER TOGETHER BIBLE STUDY
1:00 Mondays
March 2 – FPC; March 9 – Second PC; March 16 - Hermitage; 
March 23 – Finley Memorial; March 30 - Smyrna



FPC BOOK STUDY
“Lila” by Marilynne Robinson
Part of the series with the summer Bible Study book “Gilead”
10:00 on Wednesdays – study concludes on March 4.
 


MARCH BIRTHDAYS

[image: ]8 -   Holly Bennett                                                              

11 – Olive Prettyman

19 -  Art Johnson

20 – Pam Hammock

25 – Linda Quillen







St. Patrick’s Day
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May your St. Patrick’s Day be full of cheer,
With laughter, love, and friends so near;
May luck and blessings light your way,
And joy be yours this festive day
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CHURCH OFFICERS:
Treasurer – Colleen Cash
Members of Session - Jean Hashagen, Betsy Ruehl
Cynthia Hoover, Bob Miller and Nancy Hypes.
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[image: ]Sunday, March 1                                                                                                           
11 a.m.                              Worship  
Monday, March 2             Better Together Bible Study - First Presbyterian  
Tuesday, March 3
7-10 p.m.                           Symphony-Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, March 4
10 a.m.                              Book Study, Barksdale Room
Thursday, March
6-7:30 p.m.                        Food Bank
Friday, March 6
12:15 p.m.                        First Friday Organ concert with lite lunch
Sunday, March 8
11 a.m.                              Worship
3 p.m.                                Symphony Concert
Monday, March 9
[bookmark: _Hlk218759500]1 p.m.                               Better Together Bible Study - Second Presbyterian
Tuesday, March 10
2:30 p.m.                           Session - Barksdale Room
7 p.m.                                Symphony -Fellowship Hall
Thursday, March12
2-4 p.m.                             Food Bank
Sunday, March 15
11 a.m.                              Worship
Monday, March 16
1p.m.                                Better Together Bible Study – Hermitage Presbyterian
Tuesday, March 17           St Patrick’s Day
7-9:30 p.m.                        Symphony Fellowship Hall
Thursday, March 19
6-7:30 p.m.                        Food Bank
Sunday, March 22
11 a.m.                              Worship/Baptism
Monday, March 23
1 p.m.                                Better Together Bible Study - Finley Memorial Stuarts Draft
Tuesday, March 24
7-9:30 p.m.                        Symphony Fellowship Hall 
Thursday, March 26   
2-4 p.m.                              Food Bank
Sunday, March 29
11a.m.                               Worship
Monday, March 30
10 a.m.                              Disciples’ Kitchen
Tuesday, March 31
7-9:30                                Symphony Fellowship Hall                  
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The first two months of this year have flown by, and it is March already! The children are ready to get outside and watch the birds and squirrels play. Our preschool had our Valentine’s date night, with an amazing turnout - 24 children showing up. The children got to walk to the post office and mail Valentine cards back home to their families.
In March we have Dr. Seuss spirit week along with participating in “Read Across America”. Our preschool will also be holding a raffle basket fundraiser/. We are currently collecting items within the preschool for each basket which will be displayed during our Spring program in May.
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