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First Presbyterian Church, Waynesboro, VA
                                                      April 2026, Volume 64, Issue 4
First Presbyterian Church of Waynesboro is a community-minded
                              congregation living out the love of Christ as we serve one another with 
                                      humility, gentleness, and patience through God’s grace.


15  Toward evening the disciples approached him. “We’re out in the country and it’s getting
late. Dismiss the people so they can go to the villages and get some supper.”
16  But Jesus said, “There is no need to dismiss them. You give them supper.”
17  “All we have are five loaves of bread and two fish,” they said.
18-21  Jesus said, “Bring them here.” Then he had the people sit on the grass. He took the
five loaves and two fish, lifted his face to heaven in prayer, blessed, broke, and gave the
bread to the disciples. The disciples then gave the food to the congregation. They all ate
their fill. They gathered twelve baskets of leftovers. About five thousand were fed.
Matthew 14:15-21

When in doubt, always quote scripture. This is not one of the rules I have painstakingly collected over the years,
but perhaps it should be. Last month, we began with insights into basketball; for May, we are diving back into
the New Testament for illumination.
We are conditioned, I think, to look at the miraculous as magical, the theological equivalent of alchemy. Just as
the medieval alchemist sought to turn lead into gold, and thus enrich themselves without labor, we look at
miracles at least in part, as labor-saving plot devices: healing without the effort of treatment; gifts that eliminate
the need for impossible choices; rescue that makes of us passive recipients of grace. But, in the words of yet
another of my rules, God is not a magician; what we call miracles are signs of God at work in our midst - and
God hates to work alone.

In the feeding of the multitude, the disciples recognize a need - the crowd is getting hungry and the day is
mostly gone. This is a real problem, they know, but the best they can come up with is to send the crowds
back to town, where they might find some supper. But Jesus has something else in mind; not just pushing
the problem down the road, but actually doing something about the hunger of the people. He asks what
food is available, and is told, 5 rolls and 2 cooked fish - the lunch of a well-prepared young man. Jesus
then does the miraculous, but the miracle isn&#39;t magic- Jesus does not make everyone feel full, or have
manna fall from the heavens. The miracle happens through the work of the disciples. It is the disciples
who organize the people, getting them to sit down in an orderly fashion; they who oversee the distribution
of the loaves and fishes, making sure everyone is fed; even making sure the leftovers are collected. And
that, friends, leads us to Rule #10:


                                                                                                    

Dear members and friends of First Presbyterian Church,

As we prepare to spend Easter together on Sunday, 4/5, I commend to you the benediction below. It is adapted from Rev. Carol Prickett and her online liturgy resource, Deep Well Worship. 
The benediction begins with the perspective of Palm Sunday (’Today’), with Jesus’s triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, and ends with the anticipation of Easter Sunday. 
May these words be a blessing to you throughout Holy Week, and as you digest this month’s newsletter about the life of FPC in April and beyond. 

Grace & peace,
Samantha

                     Today we have hailed you as our champion. 
                     Tomorrow distractions will overtake us, and our enthusiasm may fade.
                     Help us keep our eyes on you this week:
	         on Monday, when you clear the temple of greed and deceit;
	         on Tuesday, when you challenge comfort and ease;
	         on Wednesday, the last day before the world tilts;
	         on Thursday, when you wash your disciples’ feet,
                     and promise us a new covenant of your own body and blood, 
	         and are betrayed and arrested while you pray;
	         on Friday, when you are examined, found guilty, and executed 
                     and plead with your last breath for forgiveness;
                     on Saturday, when you lie dead in the tomb, it seems all is lost.

                    The story is ancient, but the promises are fresh.
                    So keep our eyes on you this week,
                    and bring us back together on Sunday,
                    when we will see what God has done. 

                    And wherever you go, 
                    may you be kept in the love of God, 
                    the mercy of Christ, 
                    and the power of the Spirit, 
                    now and forevermore. Amen.
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Music Notes for April


The Lord is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!  Those joyous words welcome Easter season, which begins on the first Sunday of April.  

On Easter Sunday, the choir opens the service with The Strife is O’er.  The text, originally in Latin, Finita iam sunt proelia (Now the battle is over), was published in 1695 in a collection of German Jesuit hymns. Almost two hundred years later, Pastor Francis Pott translated the text into English.  That hymn was published in 1861 in the first Anglican hymnal, Hymns Ancient and Modern. Melchior Vulpius (1570-1615) composed the music, included in his 1609 publication,  Ein Schon Geistlich Gesangbuch (A Beautiful Sacred Songbook).

The anthem for Easter Sunday will be The Springs of Salvation.  It is one of scores of tunes included in the Choralbuch of 1784, compiled, edited, and composed by Christian Gregor (1723-1801) for the Moravian Church.  The text and music reflect the joy of the Risen Lord!

The postlude on Easter Sunday will be the final movement of the Symphony no. 5 in f, Op.
42, no. 1, by Charles-Marie Widor.  The Toccata is the French composer’s most famous piece,
played at the conclusion of scores of services, from feast days to wedding ceremonies.

We will sing Easter hymns throughout the six weeks of Eastertide, celebratory hymns penned for this most joyous time in Christendom.  Those hymns include Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, The Day of Resurrection, Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain, This Joyful Eastertide and This Easter Day with Joy was Bright.

The anthem for the third Sunday of Easter will be We Know that Christ is Raised.  The text was written by Rev. John Brownlow Geyer (b. 1932) and included in the 1969 publication, New Songs for the Church.  Geyer wrote the text for the hymn ENGELBERG, composed in 1904 by Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924.   

For the last Sunday of April, the choir will sing ALLELUIA NO. 1, composed by Donald Fishel (b. 1950).  It was the first piece he wrote, composed in 1971 while a junior at the University of Michigan.  Fishel said the work came to him “rather quickly, in about an hour.”  His compositions can be found in hymnals in Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist and Roman Catholic churches.  

Finally, the next First Friday Organ Recital and Light Luncheon will be on May Day!  All are welcome to the free program at 12:15 on 1 May, followed by a delightful luncheon coordinated by Joe Earhart.  

We remain grateful to First Presbyterian Church for the continued support of the music program.  May you be showered with His blessings during this Easter season!

Roger and Kimberlea Daggy
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MISSION/OUTREACH REPORT –

                                                              FEBRUARY 2026

· Ordered food from Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.  Volunteers assembled 20 boxes of pantry dry goods.
· Maintained temperature logs.
· Food Bank distribution: February 5, 12, 19 and 26.
· Weekly cleaned all surfaces, vacuumed, mopped floors.
· Purchased bread and margarine weekly.
· Served 96 individuals and 35 households during the month.
· Disciples’ Kitchen: next date is March 30.
· Collecting personal care items in January and February.
 							--Cynthia Hoover, chair
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COLLECTING PERSONAL CARE ITEMS FOR FOOD BANK
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Shenandoah Nursing Home: Nancy Garber

Home: Mary Ultee, Mary Ann Maupin, Warner Sandquist, Polly Bare, 
Olive Prettyman, Mike and Cathy Cunningham.

Friends and Family: Carolyn Hedrick-Williams (Colleen Cash), Betsy Boswell (Curry), Damon Prettyman (Olive Prettyman), Maria Costello, Jessica Faulk, (Cunningham), Collin Fravell and Family (Preschool Family)

Military: Carson Craig, Michael Little


	                                          

                                       NO FIRST FRIDAY ORGAN CONCERT IN APRIL 
                                                                         Join us on
                                                                       May 1, 2026
                                                      12:15 p.m. followed by a Lite Lunch
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1:00 Mondays
April 6 – FPC; April 13 – Second PC; April 20 - Hermitage.
April 27 – Finley Memorial
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SUMMER FPC BOOK STUDY

“Good Soil: The Education of an Accidental Farmhand” by Jeff Chu
(A true story of a working farm at Princeton Seminary.)
Wednesdays at 10:00 in the Barksdale Room July 8 – September 2
A limited number of books available in the Church Office






BIRTHDAYS
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1 – Elizabeth Miller

2- - Ann Bryant

3 – Susan Johnson

8 -  Ann Nelson

10– Cynthia Hoover

23- Cary Bennett








HIGHLIGHTS FROM HIGHLIGHTS OF

SHENANDOAH PRESBYTERY ZOOM MEETING FEBRUARY 26, 2026

Presbytery approved updates to the presbytery manual.
The meaningful worship service included the necrology report and FPC elder Mitch Lawrence.
Mission trip opportunities to Summerlee, WV, and Baja, CA were presented.
New moderator, Rev. Jim Yao, pastor of Moorefield PC in WV, was installed.
Two newly retired teaching elders were welcomed – one in Lexington and one in Winchester.
Assoc. General Presbyter Nancy Meehan Yao gave a presentation on Artificial intelligence (AI) after which presbytery moved into break-out rooms for conversation.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 19, at Charles Town Presbyterian Church.
	
                                                          



                                                                    SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

     Session held a Stated Meeting on March 10.
     Motion:  Session approved the transfer of Bill and JoAnn Pannill, per their request, to South Plains PC in Keswick, VA.
     The Clerk submitted the 2025 Stated Session Minutes to Presbytery for review.  There were several exceptions.
	Cynthia Hoover and Betsy Ruehl attended the zoom Presbytery meeting (report elsewhere).
     Rev. Coggins posed a Question for Discernment: “What are Session’s expectations of me in terms of our community partners, especially Fishburne?”
     Negotiations with the Waynesboro Symphony Orchestra have resulted in additional rehearsals in the sanctuary and availability of specified rooms on concert days.  Three timpani will be stored in the Parlor.  Two window shades will be installed in the sanctuary.  WSO will increase their rent to $1800/year.
     Preschool: Preschool tuition has increased a small amount for 2026-27 school year.
     Mission/Outreach: Separate article elsewhere in the newsletter.
     Worship:  A Presbyterians Better Together worship service was held February 22, followed by seed-packing and lunch.  An Ecumenical Worship was held on Ash Wednesday with communion and joint choir, with participants from Grace Lutheran, Main Street Methodist, St. John’s Episcopal, First Baptist and Union Baptist.
      Motion: Elizabeth T. Ruehl was elected Clerk of Session through December 2026.
      Motion: Colleen Cash was elected Treasurer for an indefinite term.
      Betsy Ruehl attended a zoom meeting on Stewardship led by Rev. Erin Skinner.
      The Columns deadline has been moved up a week so that the newsletter may be available on Palm Sunday.
	All Session meetings are opened and closed with prayer.  The next scheduled Stated Meeting is Tuesday, April 14.				
                                                                                                                               --Betsy Ruehl, Clerk of Session







                                   
                                         
                                             ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING

	Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.  The work done in support of these causes is supported by One Great Hour of Sharing – disaster, hunger, poverty, climate change, and immigration/migration of refugees. Work provides people with safety, sustenance and hope.  The Offering helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging situations.
	Fifty years ago, during World War II and immediately following, Protestant churches made appeals for relief and reconstruction.  In 1950 the term “One Great Hour of Sharing” was used for the first time.   It has become a tradition at First Pres to support this annual appeal at Easter.  Envelopes are available.  Contributions may be placed in the Offering Plate in the Narthex or taken to the Church Office.
                              





                                                                  RESURRECTION FAITH

     “Pascha (or Easter) is the central event, the time of transformation, of becoming a resurrected people, God’s new people.  On this Sunday of all Sundays, Pascha, we celebrate our transformation as a new people.  When Christ rose from the grave, death and all other “principalities and power” that seek to entomb God’s will were forever defeated.
     Easter is not simply the miracle of a dead person raised from the grave, but a celebration of power that can shatter death in order that people can freely serve the God of life.  In the resurrection of Christ, God’s awesome purposes were on display, revealing a radically new world of peace and harmony and equality and mutuality, about which we can only dream. The Lord of the future has been disclosed to us.  Both the incarnation at Christmas and the resurrection at Easter testify to the lordship of Christ.
    On Easter we glimpse a new landscape – the age to come – and experience a sense of holy awe at the significance of the resurrection for human life.  The shape of the age to come reveals a new people of God, a new humanity.
    When Christ was crucified, humanity died with him on Calvary.  But on Easter morning, a new world was born – raised up with the crucified and risen Christ.  Bursting the bonds of death the first human being of a new human race, Jesus Christ, appeared amid those who crucified him.  In the midst of the old sun-struck world, God gave the world a new beginning, a new humanity.  By faith the old gilt-ridden humanity was born again into the new forgiven humanity of Jesus Christ.  Ever since, here and there clusters of the new people of God live according to the new social order of the new age.
     Therefore, Easter faith recalls the past, especially the awesome act of God in raising the crucified Christ from the grave.  Easter hope looks to the promised future, to that which awaits us.  Easter love celebrates the presence of the crucified and risen Christ who is now among us, reconciling us as one people.  Resurrection faith asserts that by grace we are born again into the new humanity of Jesus Christ.  We are called to new life for God and for neighbors.  As representatives of the new humanity, we walk in newness of life.”

(An excerpt from Companion to the Book of Common Worship)
{Geneva Press, 2003, 107-108}


[image: ]                         
             PRESBYTERIANS BETTER TOGETHER HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Maundy Thursday Second Presbyterian Church – 1:00 p.m.  Worship 
led by Rev. Fetterman and Rev. Coggins in the Social Hall
Westminster Presbyterian Church – 7:00 p.m. with Communion
Good Friday Smyrna Presbyterian Church – 7:00 p.m.
Easter morning bring flowers for the cross

              PRESCHOOL
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HAPPY SPRING!!  Some exciting events have happened in March here in the preschool. Throughout the preschool we celebrated Dr. Seuss “Read Across America” as well as spirit week for Dr. Seuss’s birthday. The children loved dressing in crazy outfits to match their friends. We had a couple of our classrooms try to catch our little sneaky leprechaun that was on the loose in the preschool - without any luck.   All we ended up with were some messy classrooms!!  The children got to have their Easter parties and hide easter eggs with their friends and find goodies to take home to share with their parents. 
[image: ]A select few children from each of our classrooms will have artwork displayed at Blue Ridge Community College April 4-10 for child’s artwork week. We will be having spring break the last week of March.  When we return to school in April, we have only two short months left until school comes to an end. The time has surely flown by, and t will soon be time for summer camp.
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    UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2026-2027


Scholarships from the Church’s Memorial Educational Fund are available for undergraduate, vocational training and nursing students. Some funds are available specifically for students pursing teaching or religious careers. Applications will be available in the Church Office and on the Church website on Wednesday, March 25, 2026.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: The Selection Committee must receive completed applications and all support information from applicants no later than Wednesday April 28, 2026. Applicants must also submit copies of their most recent high school or college transcripts with their applications. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.
If you have questions, please email Holly Bennett at hollybbennett@outlook.com
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Liturgist Listing


March 29 *Palm Sunday – Cynthia Hoover
April 5 *Easter – Joe Earhart
April 12 *Guest pastor Rev. Erin Skinner will be filling in for Samantha – Terry Crickenberger
	April 19 (Samantha back) – Patrick Fitzgibbon
	April 26 – Cynthia Hoover
	May 3 *Communion – Joe Earhart
	May 10 – Terry Crickenbergger
	May 17 – Patrick Fitzgibbon 
	May 24 *Pentecost – Betsy Ruehl
	May 31 – Cynthia Hoover





                                                                   A PRAYER FOR EASTER

Living God, on the first day of the week you brought to birth a new creation through the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Fill us with the hope and joy of new beginnings so that we may share the good news of your liberating life-giving power with all the world; through Christ our Savior, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and always.  Amen.
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Thursday, April 2            Maundy Thursday 
1 p.m.                               Second Presbyterian
7 p.m.                               Westminster Presbyterian
6-7:30p.m.                        Food Bank
Friday, April 3                  Good Friday
7 p.m.                               Worship at Smyrna
Sunday, April 5                Easter
11 a.m.                              Worship  
Monday, April 6
1 p.m.                                Better Together Bible Study - First Presbyterian  
Tuesday, April 7
10-3 p.m.                           Garden Club -Barksdale Room
7-10 p.m.                           Symphony Sanctuary
Thursday, April 9
2-4 p.m.                             Food Bank
Sunday, April 12               Visiting Pastor
11 a.m.                               Worship
Monday, April 13
[bookmark: _Hlk218759500]1 p.m.                                Better Together Bible Study - Second Presbyterian
Tuesday, April 14
2:30 p.m.                           Session - Barksdale Room
7 p.m.                                Symphony -Sanctuary
Thursday, April 16
6-7:30 p.m.                        Food Bank
Friday, April 17
6- p.m.                               Chamber Dress 
Sunday, April 19 
11 a.m.                              Worship
3p.m.                                 Waynesboro Symphony Benefit Concert
Monday, April 20 
1p.m.                                Better Together Bible Study – Hermitage Presbyterian
Tuesday, April 21
7-9:30 p.m.                        Symphony Sanctuary
Thursday, April 23
2-4 p.m.                            Food Bank
Sunday, April 26
11 a.m.                              Worship
3p.m.                                 Waynesboro Symphony Concert
Monday, April 27
1 p.m.                               Better Together Bible Study - Finley Memorial Stuarts Draft
Thursday, April 30          No Food Bank 
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