PALM SUNDAY                                                                                                 March 29, 2026  
                                                                                                                                                                    Liturgist: Cynthia Hoover                                                    
PRELUDE                                Prelude in C, BWV 547			  Bach (1685-1750)

             
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT                                   Hosanna                                                    Mathias (1934-1992)

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: “Hosanna!” They shouted. “Save us!”
All: “Hosanna!” We’re shouting. “Save us!”
Leader: Savior, ride into our hearts again,
All: wash us with excitement and hope,
Leader: give us a reason to praise
All: and to shout again, “Hosanna! Hosanna!”

MORNING PRAYER 

*OPENING HYMN #196	All Glory, Laud and Honor                    VALET WILL ICH DER GEBEN

CHILDREN’S SERMON
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

[bookmark: _Hlk189038850]PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy Christ, we confess that amidst all the Palm Sunday crowds, we find ourselves in more turmoil than triumph. Our faith is unsteady. Our wisdom is eroding. Our resolve is shaken.
Our mercy is hardening. Our hope is weakening. Come again and save us from these sins.
Give us strength to follow you, our humble Savior, our wise fool, our all in all.
Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*GLORIA PATRI #581		   Glory Be to the Father		                    GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                            

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                            John 12:1-8 p. 874          
                                                                               
ANTHEM	                                    Holy, Holy, Holy Lord			  Schubert (1797-1828)
				  (text can be found in hymn 562)
   
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                   John 12:12-19 p. 875  
 
SERMON                                               Blessing Jesus                                    Rev. Samantha Coggins

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Philippians 2:5-11)
Leader: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
All: who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
Leader: but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
All: And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. 
Leader: Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, All: so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
Leader: in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 All: and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN #197		Hosanna, Loud Hosanna	                      ELLACOMBE 

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE                                                Fanfare				        Soler (1729-1773)


This week’s liturgy is written by Rev. Carol Holbrook Prickett and the Presbyterian Outlook.

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5q-5ZHk7n1M

[image: ]         
                                                                           
 Shenandoah Nursing Home: Nancy Garber

Home: Mary Ultee, Mary Ann Maupin, Warner Sandquist, Polly Bare, Olive Prettyman, Nancy Hypes, Mike and Cathy Cunningham, Collin Fravel and Family (Preschool).

Friends and Family: Carolyn Hedrick-Williams (Colleen Cash), Betsy Boswell (Curry), Damon Prettyman (Olive Prettyman), Jessica Faulk, Maria Costello (Cunningham), Wes Love (Fishburne).

Military: Carson Craig, Michael Little       
         

Holy Week Begins
You’re invited to worship this week per the schedule below, here at First Pres for Palm Sunday (today) and Easter, 
and alongside two of our Better Together churches for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.

Maundy Thursday, Thursday, April 2 — 1:00 pm worship at Second Pres
Held at Second Presbyterian Church in their fellowship hall, this service will mimic Jesus’s last meal with his disciples. We will sit at a table together, and there will be brief liturgy led by Rev. Amy Fetterman and Samantha. We will honor Jesus’s washing of his disciples’ feet with hand-washing. We'll enjoy a lunch of soup & bread, provided by Second Pres.
Westminster Presbyterian Church – 7:00 p.m. with Communion


Good Friday, Friday, April 3 — 7:00 pm worship at Smyrna Pres
Samantha will assist in worship leadership alongside Rev. Rachel Hamburger and Smyrna Pres folks. 

Easter Sunday, April 5 — 11:00 a.m. worship at First Pres
We gather together again in our sanctuary to celebrate the Resurrection. Visiting friends & family are welcome; childcare will be available per usual.  Easter- Please Bring Flowers for the cross.
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  An offering plate is available in the narthex.
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